News Release
Smithers Scientific Services, Inc. Media Contact:

Michael E. Fay
425 WEST MARKET STREET — AKRON, OHIO 44303-2099 Director of Communications

Tel: (330) 762-7441
Fax: (330) 762-7447
Email:

“ Creative Solutions Snce 1925” mfay@smithersmail.com

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SMITHERSACQUIRES TESTING SERVICES
OF NOVEON INC.’SAKRON BUSINESSUNIT

AKRON, Ohio (Oct. 17, 2001) — Smithers Scientific Services Inc. has acquired the rubber testing
services operations of Noveon Inc.’s polymer additives business unit that is located in Akron, Ohio. Noveon,
formerly BFGoodrich Performance Materids, is based in Clevdand. Terms of the acquistion were not
disclosed.

“This acquidtion will broaden our cgpabilities in both equipment and personne,” said Smithers
President and CEO Michagl Hochschwender. “It is an opportunity to grow our business and add some gresat
people to our staff, ared win-win Stuation.”

Noveon's rubber testing services include compounding and mixing, sample curing and molding,
processability testing, and mechanica/physcd testing.

Rubber mixing and processng and physica mechanicd testing equipment will be transferred from
Noveon'sfacility in Akron to Smithers analytical and physica testing laboratories. The consolidation should be
completed in three to Sx months, Mr. Hochschwender noted.

Don Askes, busness manager for Noveon's rubber instruments and testing services, will be joining
Smithers as technical director of polymer component and materias testing.

“Don is bringing with him an extensive technica background in polymer materids testing and we look
forward to him joining our team,” said David L. Schwarz, vice presdent of Smithers Component and Materids

Teding Divison.
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The rubber testing services operation of Noveon has served clients primarily in the tire, aerospace, and
chemicd indudtries. Noveon is actively exploring the divedtiture of its rubber instruments business.

Smithers, aleading independent testing, research and consaulting firm, has traditionaly served designers
and manufacturers of automotive, tire, eastomeric, plagtic, sed, chemica, medica, and trangportation
products.

Noveon is aleading globa producer and marketer of technologicaly advanced specidty chemicals for
a broad range of consumer and industrid applications. The Company was formed as an independent entity on
Feb. 28, 2001, when an investor group comprised of AEA Investors Inc., and affiliates of DLJ Merchant
Banking Partners and DB Capita Partners Inc., acquired the Performance Materids business from The
B.F.Goodrich Company. Noveon is headquartered in Cleveland, Ohio, with regiona centers in Brussds,
Bdgium, and Hong Kong.

For more information about Smithers, log onto its Web ste at www.smithersscientific.com
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